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marriage is still a rarity, more opportunity is being
given the young people to know each other and a
little recognition is being given to their wishes.
There once was a time when it was considered
indecent for a couple to fall in love before they
were married and often they never laid eyes upon
one another until the hour of the ceremony. Now
honeymoons, shrine or temple weddings, simple
rites, small dowries and foreign style banquets
are the fashion. Furthermore, civil significance
has been given to the function by the law of regis-
tration which, however, is not well enforced,1
The popular shrine ceremonies represent
marriage in its simplest form.
"It is a big business which must be executed
with efficienqv" explained one of the officiating
priests of the lidabashi Daijingu, "We have on
the average of a hundred to two hundred wed-
dings here during a month, depending on the sea-
son. There are practically none in the summer
months* April and November are the most crow-
ded times, or just before or after Setsubutu"2
1 Refer to the article entitled Divorce,
^Sefsubutty which occurs around February 2, is the
lunar calendar New Year^ If the passing year is bad, couples
marry just after the year 'turns* If the new one is inauspi-
cious, they hasten to marty before the old year departs* In
Japan, years run in a cycle of twelve and each is named after